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WASTE-TO-ENERGY FACILITY — PORT HEDLAND 

175. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Environment: 
I note that the minister has provided environmental approval for the state’s first waste-to-energy facility. Could 
the minister please update the house on this important step forward for waste management?  

Mr A.P. JACOB replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  

It is with great pleasure that I am able to inform the house that this week I approved New Energy Corporation 
Pty Ltd’s Boodarie waste to energy and materials recovery facility to be constructed near Port Hedland, in the 
member for Pilbara’s electorate. Waste to energy is extensively used around the world in places such as the 
United States, Europe and Asia. These plants have been proven to operate efficiently to meet international 
environmental standards, and to operate with minimal, if not even positive, environmental impact. Australia has 
lagged behind the rest of the world in its use of this technology, but I am pleased to say that Western Australia is 
again leading the country in this important area. This is the first waste-to-energy plant approved in the state to 
treat large quantities of domestic waste. There is no waste-to-energy plant of this scale currently operating 
anywhere else in Australia. Every member in this house will be delighted with this announcement today and 
should be very excited at this development—even members opposite. It is an exciting step forward for waste 
management. It is part of a mix of strategies to deal with our state’s increasing levels of waste.  
In the Pilbara, waste management has struggled to keep pace with the rapid expansion of mining, and oil and gas 
industries. There has been a significant increase in the amount of waste going into local landfills. The new 
energy facility will divert away from landfill materials such as green and household waste. It will use proven 
gasification technology to convert non-hazardous waste into electricity, which will then be fed into the 
north west grid. The proponents have told me that when the facility is operational, it will produce as much as 
15.5 megawatts of power. I am informed that that is enough to power 21 000 households. Significantly, this 
facility is not just about the waste-to-energy plant; it will also operate as a recycling facility in the Pilbara for 
appropriate materials. As part of its environmental approval, this plant’s air emissions must meet the strictest 
environmental standards to ensure the protection of both environmental and public health. This will be 
monitored going forward by the Department of Environment and Conservation. This facility should significantly 
improve waste management in the region by diverting away waste from unlined landfills, increasing recycling 
rates, recovering energy and reducing greenhouse gas emissions overall. The proponents have informed me that 
the project has a value of approximately $12 million. I am informed that as much as $51 million worth of output 
will flow into the Pilbara economy as a result of this project.  
 


	WASTE-TO-ENERGY FACILITY — PORT HEDLAND
	175. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Environment:

